


OKULAM 


The monthly magazine for children 





Rs.6/- 
JULY 2002 





COLOUR AND KEEP 





COUNTRIES AND THEIR 
CHILDREN - G7 


PICTURE 
‘STORIES : 












CARTOONS 
MADE EASY. 
“75 





= STRANGE CREATURES 
JULY 2002 


GOKULAM 


(tall created things the loveliest, 
‘And most divine are children. — Wiliam Canton 





Grandma, 
T love 
reading story books but my dad doesn't 
allow me to read. He becomes angry 
and shouts at me. Please help. 
Vinodhini, Chrompet, 
Chennai 








Dear Vinodhini, 

There is nothing wrong in reading 
story books. Actually it should be 
welcomed, since it improves your 
vocabulary and helps you to converse 
without difficulty. But you should not 
overdo it. Some boys and girls read too 
much and spoil their eyes resulting in 
4 visit to the doctor. Others read all 
the time even when the family is having 
dinner. Some others read story books 
neglecting their studies. If you indulge 
in such silly behaviour your father is 
sure to scold you. Fix up a particular 
time for story books in your daily 
schedule and follow it strictly. I’m sure 
‘your father will then happily approve 
“of your reading story books. By the way. 
you should learn to give your full 
‘address in all your letters, Please write 
to us again giving your address. 

toek 

Thave a habit of reading just before 
exams. Even if I want to read earlier I 
am unable to because of my home work. 
What should I do? 

- Bidhi Samantray, 
Bhubaneswar - 3 

















THE SECRET IS 
TIME MANAGEMENT! 


Dear Bidhi, 

Doing your homework and revising 
{for exams are both important, You can't 
neglect either. The secret is time 
‘management. You should not waste 
even a single minute. Allotjust enough 
time for play and exercise, TLV. viewing, 
doing homework, household chores and 
for revising lessons and stick to your 
schedule. Homework can be done 
during late evening after you have 
played and relaxed a little. The best 
time for revision of lessons is early 
‘morning. Ifyou strictly follow your time 
table, you will have no difficulty facing, 
exams. Incidentally, you too have 
forgotten to give your address. Write 
tous. 





tok 

Lasked my father to buy a new 
bicycle for me. asked many times, but 
he does not buy, I feel sad. 

~ Y.N. Suryadatt, Hubli 

Dear Surya, 

If your father doesn't buy a neh 
bicycle for you, there must be a goott 
reason for it. Talk to him about it ant 
1u will feel convinced. Perhaps you 
are not old enough to ride a bicycle om 
your own. Perhaps itis the heavy traffic 
which makes your father hesitate. May 
be, he doesn’t have the money to buy a 
new cycle. In any case there is nothing 
like a frank discussion with your 
parents. You will feel at ease when you 
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know what your father 
has in mind. 

tee 7 

What can I do 

to improve my 

handwriting? What can 

Tdo to get up early in 











the morning? 
= Jess Joseph, Delhi 

Dear Jess, 

The only way to improve 
your handwriting is t0 
practise patiently. There are 
‘many copy books which you 
can buy and write a page 
each day at leisure. Don't 
write in haste. Practise 
writing slowly. Speed 
will come later. If you 
‘can't afford a copy book, 
adouble ruled note book 
will do, You can write a 
passage from your text 
book in it, This will also 
help you to remember 
your lesson, To get up 
early in the morning, 
you have to go to bed 
early, Remember, a healthy child 
requires a minimum of eight hours 
sleep. Analarm clock will help to make 
‘a beginning. After a few days you won't 
require the help of an alarm clock 
Getting up early will become a habit. 

tok 

My father insists that I go to the 
gymnasium to exercise daily. I'm in 
ninth standard. I fee! it is too early for 






























me to exercise. What is 
your advice? 
+ J. Siddharth 
Motha, Chennai 
Dear Siddharth, 
Itisnottoo early for 
you to exercise. Your 
father is right, But you 
need not necessarily 80 
10 a gymnasium. Some don’t like the 
atmosphere. Moreover it's costly. A 
brisk walk, or an hour of tennis or foot 
ball will be as good as exercising in a 
_gym. Itis also more fun, But if you want 
to build up your body muscles for a 
male beauty contest it is a different 
‘matter altogether! 











Love, 
Grandma worm 
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Each and every one either big or 
small is important to society and it's 
smooth functioning. 

Come June, newspapers are full of 
information regarding students who 
have passed —_meritoriously. 
Photographs of boys and girls who 

have come school first, district first 

or state first are splashed on the front 
page. They are given prizes or 
scholarships. 

But what about the others who 
have not scored 
such high marks 

have just 


AND JUST 


Dear Reader. 

Here is a story trom the Ramayana. 
Lord Rama gets the cooperation of 
‘Sugreeva and all the monkeys in his land 
help Rama to build a dam across the sea 
to reach Sri Lanka. While this activity goes: 
‘on, a squirrel wets his body in the sea, 
tumbles on the shore, and runs to the dam 
under construction. There, he shakes his 
body as though shivering, so as to allow 
all the sand on his body fall onto the dam. 

Lord Rama knowing very well that the 
‘squirrel was trying to help him to the best 
of it's capacity takes the tiny animal in his 
left palm and runs three fingers of his right 
hand over its back soothingly. 

So, to this day all the squirrels have 
three lines on their backs being the 
impression made by the three fingers of 
Lord Rama. 

‘What does this story of the tiny 
squirrel teach us? 


PASSES! 


pass? Nobody 
jooms ts 
them. But they. 
need not fee bad 
or letdown, for, they are as important to 
society as the top rank holders, 

The rank holders are no doubt very 
clever, but the others are not fools. They 
too have some special ability which has 
to be encouraged to benefit society 

In advanced nations, there are 
specialists who visit schools to spot the 
talent and aptitude of each student and 
guide them to choose a carrier which will 
be of interest to them and which will help 
them earna living later on, Unfortunately, 
this facility is lacking here 

Always remember that a mason is 2s, 
important as an engineer in the 
construction of a house or bridge. A nurse 
is as important as a doctor in the 
‘treatment of a patient. Their income may 
vary, but one cannot be successful 
without the active cooperation of the 





‘© come with us Krishna 
\y We can play, climb trees, 
nd pluck — green 
mangoes,” begged little 
Sudhama. Krishna was eager 10 go too. 
He knew that his mother would refuse, But 
he also knew hiow to corwince her. Soon, it 
was Krishna's turn to beg and plead. He ran 
into the house and gave his mother a big 
hug and put his arms around her neck 

“Here's a small bal of butter, Krishna 
said Yasodha affectionately. She knew he 
‘was up to something, 

“No, Kristina, You cannot .., whatever 
you are going to ask me for, it's a big no, 
she said sternly. 

“But Ma, | ama big boy now. My fren 
make fun of me because you don't allow 
‘eto go along with them. Surely | can take 
care of myself and the other boys too! 
pleaded Krishna. There were tears in his, 
eyes, 

Yasodha had to relent. “Be careful 
though," she warned him, “The forests on 
the banks of the Yamuna are not safe. 
Remember do not go anywhere near the 

















Kaliya tank 

The children ran to the place where the 
‘cows had gathered with their lovely calves. 
Even the cows seemed to enjoy Krishna's 
presence. They came near him and butted 
him gently 





he forest was beautiful. Shady 

trees, birds lying from branch to 
branch, squirrels chasing one 
another and peacocks dancing 








The children played fora while. Krishna was 
unbeatable inany game. He was the quickest 
among all of them although sometimes he 
slowed down so that litte Sudhama could 
win, 

‘At noon, the heat was unbearable. The 
children became tired and hungry. Krishna 
sat under the shady Jamun tre taking to 
the younger boys. Suddenly they heard 
someone shout 

“Krishna! Come here! Look! The cows 
have fallen. They have fainted. They seem 
to have drunk poisoned water.” 

Another boy screamed. “Krishna, help! 
My brother and Sridhama have aso fallen!” 

Krishna soon realized that some of them 
had wandered in search of water and had 
drunk poisoned water from the Kaliya tank. 
Krishna was extremely angry. He raced 
ahead towards the Kadamba tree and in a 
flash climbed it. 

Even while the boys stood open 
mouthed, Krishna dived into the black, dirty, 








dark and steamy water. The boys were 
terrified, Subala started wailing. Two of them 
ran back to Gokulam to tell the elders that 
Krishna had fallen into the Kaliya tank. The 
others stood petrified crying “Krishnat 
krishna!” 

Krishna raised his head above the water 
forasecond and shouted, “Do not be afraid. 
be fine.” So saying, he dived again. 


‘eep down in the waters, inside 

‘a cave the enormous Kaliya 

_ witha hood of five heads was 

disturbed by the noise of water 

splashing and churning. Being rudely 

‘awakened, he swung and splashed his tal 

inanger with a loud hiss. Then fora split 

second, Kaliya stood still, stunned by 

krishna’s beauty. “Who is this little boy?” 

he thought to himself. He had expected to 
see a monster of some kind. 

The very next moment, Kaliya lifted his 
head and hissed, Krishna began to tease 
him, He kicked his tiny but strong legs and 
swam in circles around the huge snake 
‘dodging him as he turned his huge body. 

Kaliya could not tolerate it any longer. 
With a swish of his strong tail, he began to 
wind himself around the little boy. 

Everyone who 
stood onthe shore’ 
wondered what 
had happened {0 
krishna, Yasodha 
and Nandan 
were there too 

and were very 
‘worried. 

The tussle 
between Kaliya 
and Krishna 
went on alittle 






longer. Kaliya was 
about to tighten his 
grip on Krishna and 
crush him when 
the most 
wonderful thing 
happened. Krishna 
began to grow in 
size, He becamebig and 
stretched so hard from within Kaliya’ grip 
that Kaliya had to give up and let himself 
unwind. 

Kaliya then opened his enormous hood 
with five heads and started biting Krishna 
with his long, sharp fangs. He breathed out 
{umes of poison. Krishna was not perturbed. 
He quickly caught hold of Kaliya’ tall and 
as Kaliya’s head surfaced, jumped on his 
head and started to dance. 

Krishna danced on all the five heads. 
Holding the tail with one hand, he lifted 
‘one foot and jumped on the other. His 
body shone with a new lustre and his 
bewitching smile told everyone that he 
was in no danger 

“Tat tarikitajam; Tarikitajam; 

Thaku Jeku Tarkitajam ...” 

Krishna danced with joy. His hair too 
‘swayed from side to side dancing to rhythm. 
Kaliya could take it no more, His hood 
‘became limp, his fangs dripped with poison, 
and his tail slowly stopped its struggle. 
Kaliya realized who Krishna was! 

When Yasodha and Nandan saw this 
sight, they were terrified. They wanted to 
runand jump into the tank. Balarama held 
‘them back with his strong hands and said, 
“Look, Krishna is not in danger. He is 
dancing on the serpent. It is Kaliya who 
is struggling.” 

Krishna began to dance faster and 
faster. Kaliya gave up and prayed to 





Krishna, “Lord! You must be Narayana. 
Do forgive me, | have been punished for 
‘my terrible ego and pride. ! came to these 
waters only because | lost to Garuda, Ever, 
since, Ihave been hiding here and causing 
trouble to many living things. Now | have 
realized my folly, Please let me go.” 

Krishna was touched. “Kaliya! These 
‘waters are for people and animals living 
fon these shores. No one has the right to 
pollute water that sustains all lite. Now 
that have danced on your head, no harm 
shall come upon you. Go away from here 
to Ramanaka island from where you 
came.” Kaliya bowed his head and left the 
waters at once with his family, gliding 
towards the sea 

Krishna came out of the now clear 
waters like the moon rising from the sea. 
Everyone heaved a sigh of relief, Balarama 
walked towards Krishna and embraced 
him. “it was beautiful,” said Balarama. 
The Gopas and Gopis touched Krishna 
‘and hugged him to make sure that he was, 
alive and with them. 

Everyone believed that it was a 
miracle that saved Krishna. Little did they 
know that Krishna himself was the miracle 
‘and his being with them as a child was 
also a miracle caused by him! 


Anandhi 
Cover illustration: Natanam 
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THE JOB Ore ie ccna 


Ilustration : Pillat 











IKittu was looking for a job. 
One day 


I heard that Sudhir the rich 
merchant has a job to 
offer. Why don't you go 








and see him. 


“That evening - 








Tdo have a job. But only for 
the man who completes a 
certain task. 











[G 





shall go this evening. 














‘Sudhir took Kittu to a room. 





What is it? Tell me.) 
Come along and I'll 
show you. 
a 


| 

















Here’s a red box. Paint the 
walls of this room in the 
colour of the box before 

sunrise tomorrow. 


rou 
problem. 
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Mm... What shall I do? Why is the room still white? 
I don't have much time ‘You haven't painted it yet! 
either. Mm... 
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Binhdry Gokulen! 


YOUR GIFT TO GOKULAM Geen 
Introduce Gokulam to just one KULAM. 

more of your friends. Gift him/ Your existing subscription @x- 
her with a one year subscription. tended by another four months. 


FILL IN THE DETAILS AND SEND IT TO US NOW! * 

















My friend : “Myself: 
Name : Name : 
Address : Address : 
Subscription No 





Dear Sir, 
I hereby introduce Gokulam to my friend 
I have enclosed 


+ Rs.72/- (by DD / MO / Cheque)* towards an annual 


subscription in his / her name. Please send him / her 


Gokulam for one year. Kindly extend my subscription 
® period by another four months as a gift to me from you. 


Regards, 


(Signature) 
+ Offer valid only until August 31, 2002. 


° 4 Out station cheques not accepted 
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This year, Mother's Day was a particularly special 
‘occasion. I was woken up from the sultry summer morning, 
slumber by the brats handing mea steaming cup of coffee, 
with a “Happy Mother's Day” along with it. (On other 
days, as it was the summer vacation, they would never be 
‘out oftheir beds until ten in the morning!) It was followed 
eicieeeeeripaemm ‘7 wonsertl its, ‘which they had procured in connivance 
'$¢ with their Dad. My daughter had purchased a wonderful 
“column. We have ipiscus plant in a pot while my son presented me with a 
been procuring jgyely watch, 
Gokslem Toren ‘Their cousins who had come over 


children Aravind syere hand in glove with these a 
Banana Te beteene eaten eet 


the last eight- 
nine years. 
Incidentally, we 
too devour the 
pages of 
Gokulam month 
after month 
Thanks and 
regards. 

- Hema Ravi, 

Chennai. 


























bought some attractive gifts for their 
mother too, To better this, the kids had 
managed to get some gifts for their 





grandmothers and made us pass it on 
to our mothers, after wishing them, 
‘This was a concept, which was new to 
us, being brought up in a traditional 
setup, but it was received with great 
Jove and joy from our mothers, When I 
wondered how the children had 
managed to hide all the booty, they 
mentioned Dad's car served as the 
treasure house the previous night! 
‘Thankfully, no carthief was wandering, 
around! 

However, the best moment of the 
day came much later, My sister in law 








Dear children, 

Two pages in your favourite 
‘magazine are set aside specially and 
exclusively for contributions from 
your parents. 


Tell your parents to write to us. 
We'll be happy to publish contribu- 
tions from them, (sent by post or 
‘e-mail) although we cannot give an 


tried to get the hyper- 
active ones to 
study, and asked 
them all to write an 
essay “Why my 
Mother is Spe- 
cial", While 
the others 
Kose dodged, 
‘and ended 
up not writing, 
Aravind, my eleven year 
old, came up with a write up : 

“My mother means my mother, 
‘because she gave birth to me. She offers 
me so much and expects nothing in 
return, But, all she wants from me isto 
behave and study well, She helps me in 
my studies and cooks delicious food for 
me, Early morning she wakes up, 
finishes her work soon and then 
prepares the food for my family and me. 
‘Then she sends me to school, But she 
never scolds me if I wake up late. My 
‘mother isan excellent teacher of English 
and Hindi and knows generally about 
other subjects. She also teaches and 
helps many children, She is really a good 
mother.” 

My day was done! 


‘assurance that they wil be published. 
If the contribution is to be sent back | 
to you on rejection, then a self- | 
‘addressed, stamped envelope must be 
enclosed. 

We look forward to more and more\| 
contributions from you and your 
parents. 
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Dear children, 
Here are the answers to Gala Contest 9 

Albania - 11, Bulgaria - 12, Czechoslovakia - 8, Finland - 6, 
Germany - 5, Hungary - 9, Ireland - 2, Italy - 10, Luxembourg - 3, 
Netherlands - 4, Poland - 7, Portugal - 1. 





LUCKY WINNERS 


1. ANKITHA R. KARTHA 3. SNEHA PANT 
Trichur, Kerala Haryana 

2, BISWARANJAN RAY 4. G. GAYATHRI 
Bhubaneswar, Orisa New Delhi 


RULES AND REGULATIONS 
© There will be a contest every month. @ Four lucky winners will receive a 
set of books worth Rs.250/- each, from Scholastic India (P) Lid. @ Fill in 
the form on the next page and mail it to us. @ Strictly for school 
going children. @ Any number of entries can be sent by 
you, but no photocopies. @ All details asked for in the 
form must be filed in and complete. Entries without 
complete details will be rejected. @ Use a ball point 
en to write. Write neatly and clearly. @ The 
person with an ‘all-correct’ entry is the winner. If 
there are more than one ‘all-correct’ entries, then 
the icky winner/s will be decided by a draw of 
lot, from out of the all correct entries. @ The 
books will be sent to you direct by Scholastic India 
(Pv) Lid. Their decision with the choice of books is / 
final. @ The last date for receiving entries for 
each contest will be mentioned in the entry 
form 























),GOKULAM - CERIEIE 


GALA CONTEST - 10 
ENTRY FORM 
Last Date : 12.07.2002 
Name 
Age Class: 
School 
Residential 
Address 
Pin 
Signature 


Hidden in this collage are eight famous film stars. 
Write down their names. 











Editor, 
Gokulam (English), 
47, Jawaharlal Nehru Road, 
Ekkaduthangal, CHENNAI - 600 097. 
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Mail to: 
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Uncle : Do you enjoy going to 
school, Ravi? 
Ravi : Yes, uncle. I also enjoy 
coming back. But I hate staying 
there inbetween! 
“TLC. Archana, Std. VIL 
DAV BHEL, Ranipet. 









Speaker 


: 1 have only ten 
minutes to speak and I hardly know 
where to begin. 

A voice : Begin at the ninth 
minute! 


+R. Prasanna, Karur. 


Brey 






Mother : if Ihave 5 oranges and 
I give you 2, how many will be left 
with me? 
Son : | do not know. My teacher 
taught me only about apples! 
~ TS. Rajamurugan, Std.VIN, 
Sainik School, Coimbatore. 














PERSONALITY 


During the course of his 30 be presented to the rest of the world. A 


year musical career, he produced ve genius in the field of Wester clas- 
‘over 626 works including 21 sical music, he toured Europe with his 
stage and opera worke, 18 ‘es a sister, and played for Louis 


XV and George III, It was in Paris, that 
masses, over 50 symphonies, 25. yey was his 4 sonatas fo sl 


A TRUE and violin were published. 


hen Mozart 
moved to Vienna, 
hhe composed operas and 


symphonies to sup- 
piano concertos, port his wife and 
12 violin concer children, Though 
tos, 17 piano so- y he gained popular~ 
natas and 26 ity in Vienna, hi 


had face many fi- 
string quartets, nancial problems 


covart-fulln By 1787, 
Wolfgang Mozart, was writ 

Amadeus Mozart ingas if ina frenay 
was born on 27th of to take care of his 
January, 1756, in family. Things 
Salzburg, Aust slowly changed as 
By the age of finally he landed as 
four, Mo‘ Imperial and Royal 
already experi Court Composer in 
mented on his own Vienna, This wasin 
for about a year with 1791, when he was 
tunes and chords, be- bathing inthe glory 
gan his studies in earnest on the key- of the success of his newest opera "The 
board. Under his father's training, Magic flute’. However he did not live 
Mozart began learning at an incredible long after that as he died, of “heated 
rate. military fever’ on December Sth, try- 

Mozart had an elder sister, who was ing to compose the drums for the ‘Re- 
also extremely talented. Recognizing quiem’ 
his childrens’ special abilities, Leopold, The joy of Mozart's music re 
himself a composer, began to devote flects Mozart's own enjoyment of 
extra effort to their education - with an life and its pleasure 
emphasis on musical instruction. 

‘Althe age of 6, Mozart was ready to = G. Anuradha, Bangalore. 





























WORTHY 
SON 


he women of Shillangere wrestling and boxing!” Girija 
< village had to go to a_ boasted belitting the praise show- 
nearby well just outside ered by Gayatri Devi on her son. 
ge to fetch drinking The third woman Gowri joined in: 
water everyday. Us “Even iliterates can become ox- 
they went in batches, _, ___pertsin music and wrestling. They 
chit-chatting on their way “ga require no brains! Every- 
to overcome monotony. body calls my son 
‘One day while ratum- the son of Saraswati 
ing from the well with big Devi, the goddess of 
water-filled pots on their ing, He has stood 
heads, Gayatri Devi first in the University 
started the conversa- in his final B.A. x- 
tion amination, Not only 
“You all know that that, he is a sports 
my son is a melodious man ands the cap- 
singer. He has won tain of the state 
cricket team. One 
should be fortunate 
‘to have such a son!” 
While the three 
women were thus 
showering praise on 
their sons, Suguna 
the fourth woman was 































Bhima in strength! Nobody 
‘either in our own state or 
even in the whole of our 
country can beat him in 


simply following them silently 
though she had a son well educated 
and talented like the other women. 

Gayatri Devi asked Suguna, 
“Why are you keeping silent? Tell 
us about your son.” 

‘Suguna smiled and said: 

“What is there to tell you about 
my son's special talent. He is a nor- 
mal child like others. He has ob- 
tained a degree with a first class. 
He is very mild and modest in his 
behaviour. That is why | did not join 
you all in praising my son.” 


old wiseman of the village 
was walking along with 
these women listening to 

their talk. 

The son of Gayatri Devi just then 
came along the same path hum- 
ming a tune of a famous film song. 

“See, how melodiously he sings! 


His voice is like that of a nightin- 
gale!” said Gayatri Devi 

The son of Girija was also com- 
ing that way. Pointing towards him, 
she said “See his gait? How ma- 
jestically he walks, like a baby el- 
‘ephant! Looks just ike Bhima.” 

The son of Gowri also appeared 
in their midst and was conversing 
with the oldman, He was quoting 
Sanskrit verses one after another 
and explaining a point. The old man 
was smiling and patting him on his 
shoulders. 

“See how the old wise man of 
our village is praising and patting 
my son's shoulders for his literary 
talent!” Gowri told her friends. 

The three sons soon left the 
place even without speaking a word 
with their mothers. 

‘When they were about to enter 
the village, Suguna’s son who was 








going along 
that path saw 
his mother carrying the huge pot, 
full of water. He came running to 
his mother, lifted the heavy pot from 
her head onto his head and walked 
back towards their home despite 
protests from his mother. 

Oo other three women asked 

the old man: 

“Oh, wiseman of the village! You 
have heard our conversations 
about our sons and their talents. 
Whom do you think is the most wor- 
thy son of his parents? Let us know 
your wise opinion. We promise, we 
won't misunderstand you.” 

The oldman replied at once. 
without any hesitation, 

“What is the worth of the tal- 


1 entering the village, the 





ents of all your sons compared to 
the behaviour of the boy who 
came last. Did you not notice his 
behaviour? Unlike any of your 
sons, he was the only young boy 
who came forward to help his 
mother and relieved her of the 
heavy load she was carrying on 
her head. Remember good 
character and behaviour are more 
important than other achieve- 
ments. What is the use of talents 
when one does not help his 
parents in their old age? In my 
opinion only the son of Suguna is 
a worthy son to his parents. May 

God bless him!" 
KOLAR KRISHNA IYER 
Tirupathi. 
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THE TELEPHONE CALL 


This incident occured on a Sunday af- 
ternoon. | was trying to read an issue 
of Gokulam when a phone call disturbed 
me. It was a wrong number. Some 
Sheela was asking for a Shanthi. The 
same call came three times. Everytime 
| answered saying that it was a wrong 
number. When the 


Walking up or climbing mountains 
‘was good exercise. We camped under 
tents. There was fresh air and greenery 
all around. It was totally pollution free! 
The water flowing through the Beas river 
was crystal clear and tasted so swoet. 

At the first sight of ice over the 
mountains, | became very excited. 





phone rang for the 
fourth time | 
shouted into the 
receiver (by now | 
had lost my pa 








tience), “Why 
don't you leave 
me alone? | tell 


you again and 
again there is no 
Shanthi here 
Stop bothering 
me.” | was about 
to hang up when 
a dignified male 
voice asked for 











my father! 

| felt extremely embarrassed. | 

managed to mutter an apology and then 
called my father. 

= Ankita Shreeram, Sid. Vil, 

Holy Angels HS, Mumbai 


THE TREK 

I was very lucky to get a chance to 
go to Khauli Pass (a pass in the 
Himalayas in the state of Himachal 
Pradesh) along with my father’s friend 
and his family 


Skating in Lahaul Valley and para- 
‘gliding were good experiences. I fet like 
a bird flying inthe air! 

The food offered at the camp was 
delicious. Our long day would begin at 
five in the morning and go on late in the 
night when we would have a camp fire. 
Atthe end of the day we would snuggle 
into our sleeping bags (which kept us 
‘warm) and sleep like logs! 


It was the most exciting and 


coxnan DD) so 









bi 
‘wonderful holiday | ever had. 


+N. Meenu, Std. IX, 
BHEL Mat. HSS., Trichy. 


THE BOOK 

On reaching home from a book fair 
we found one costly book missing from 
among the various purchases we had 
made. Inspite of turning the place 
upside down, we were not able to find 
it. So, my father went back to the stall 
to see if it had got left behind. He 
returned with no success. That night, 
We went to bed feeling miserable that 

















Experience 
such a thing should have happened. 

‘We were in for a pleasant shock in 
the morning. My sister brought the 
shopping bag and revealed to us that 
she had hung it on the coat-stand along 
with her dupatta after coming back from 
the fair, And ofcourse she had very 
conveniently forgotten all about it! 

-V, Ramaswamy, Std, IX, Mahatma 
Gandhi Centenary Vidyalaya, Trichy, 


‘THE INSTRUCTION 

We all adore our accounts teacher. 
He is such a fun loving person, and 
seldom scolds us, That's why 1 was 
shocked one day when he walked into 
the class and ordered me to stand on 
the bench. Even without thinking 











| <i 
whether Thad done something wrong, 
\ asked him to pardon me, Tears rolled 
down as | said “sorry”. 

But the very next minute we were all 
laughing so much. “I only wanted to say 
stand up on the bench and switch on 
the fan. But you didn't let me complete 
‘my sentence” said our teacher joining 
us in the laughter 

~ P.Ram Prasad, Std. Vil, 
Jawahar Vidyalaya, Chennai. 





Cae Wire 
SHENGXIAO ft SHUXIANG 


HENGXIAO or _ way of finding out how old a person is. As an ex- 
SHUXIANG refers ample, 1980 was the Year of the Monkey. A child 
to the twelve animals bom in that year will be four years old in 1984, the 
traditionally used in year of Mouse! Similarly, we can calculate at once 
China to symbolize by the 12 year cycle the ages of all persons, at what- 
years. (Refer Table). ever stage of life they may be 
These animalsconstitute Chinese children are sometimes given pet names 
12 year cycle, each derived from their shengxiao. So we hear parents call- 
animal representing one _ing their children Xiao Gou (Pup) or Xiao Long (little 
‘year, in the given order, Dragon) and so on! 


The Chinese lunar ‘Table of Shengxiao 
calendar was first intro- Mouse 1924 1936 1948 1960 1972 1984 1996 
duced by the Chinese gx 1925 1937 1949 1961 1973 1985 1997 
Emperor Hwang Ti in Tiger 1926 1938 1950 1962 1974 1986 1998 
2637 B.C. and they fol- Rabbit 1927 1939 1951 1963 1975 1987 1999 
Jow animal Zodiac of 12 Dragon 1928 1940 1952 1964 1976 1988 2000 
signs and a sexagenary Snake 1929 1941 1953 1965 197 1989 2001 
cycle of 60 yes Horse 1930 1942 1954 1966 1978 1990 2002 
The animal thatsym- Sheep 1931 1943 1955 1967 1979 1991 2003 
bolizes the yearin which Monkey 1932 1944 1956 1968 1980 1992 2004 
person is borniscalled Cock 1933 1945 1957 1969 1981 1993 2005 
his or her shengxiao. Dog 1934 1946 1958 1970 1982 1994 2006 
Since ancient times this Pig 1935. 1947 1959 1971 1983 1995 2007 
has been a convenient - KR. Krishnamurthi, Chennai. 


‘Why are you staring at the 
‘orange juice can, Subbu? 














(p( Shi. It says ‘concentrate’ 














Shweta DGraz, Age 10, St Joseph's HS Mumbal 
Fermentors Ase, sescrenersmnen as 
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Six months 

were spent in 

designing the 
Spiderman 








They certainly 
worked hard 
n making this 





















Forty years after the first 
Spiderman comic came out, 
someone decided to make a 
movie oft. The movi, wich 
is currently running in thea- 
tres, is 80 popular 
that in USA it 
sold more 
tickets. than 
Harry Potter 
and) the 
Sorcerer's 
Stone, Some 
achievement! Ap- 
parently after the 
‘movie, a survey was 
conducted, 
and 95% of 
the people 
said they 
would rec- 
ommenditta 
afriend, and 70% sad they 
would watch itagain, Thisis 
almost unheard of in USA, 
were ittakes a oto please 
the public 

Spiderman, created by 
Steve Dtko st appearedin 
1962, It was then called 


“Amazing Fantasy’ but was later renamed 
‘Amazing Spiderman’. Its fame and 
Popularity makes Spiderman one of the 
most reknowned superheroes in history. 
The story goes something like this ~ 
Peter Parker is a young man who is bit- 
ten by a genetically engineered spider, 
and he suddenly finds that he has the 
skill to cling on to any surface ~ just ike 
a spider, He vows to use his powers to 
fight evil... 





















The director of the 
movie, Sam Raimi, had 
to work very hard to 
make the comics into a 
suecesstul movie. He is 
a longtime fan of the 
comics, and he tried to 
use all the things about 
the comics that fasci- 
nated him to make the 
movie. 

Producer Laura Ziskin 
managed to find a bri 
liant cast for the movie — 
Tobey Maguire as Peter 
Parker, and Willem Datoe 
as his enemy, the Green 
Goblin, Apart from the 
cast, there was the huge 
task of recreating those 
unbelievable scenes 
where Spiderman swings from bullding 
to building, Sony Pictures did the spe- 
cial effects. But not everything could 
be simulated on the computer. Stunt Co- 
ordinator Jeff Habberstad had to use the 
actor Tobey Maguire himself, in many 
scenes. “I worked on my flexibility, 
largely with yoga, and | trained with a 
‘gymnastics instructor on agility and air 
sense,” says Maguire 


‘Also, six months were spent in de- 
signing the Spiderman costume. They 
certainly worked hard in making this 
movie, 


Finally, more than the action and the 
special effects, i's the characters in the 
movie that makes it so interesting. Pe- 
ter Parker, unlike other superheroes, 
isn’t a whiz kid, or brilliant at sports, or 
dashingly attractive, He i like any other 

teenager, A bit of a 
eek, he finds it hard to 
finda date, He is in love 
with Mary Jane (played 
by Kirsten Dunst), who 
in turn, dates Parker's 
best friend, Harty 
Osborn, Harry Osborn’s 
father is very fond of 
Peter Parker, and that 
creates more tension 
between the two 
friends, because Harty 
is jealous of the atten- 
tion that his father gives 
Parker 


Inthe end, boys and 

girls who have read the 

Spiderman comics will 

not be pointed by 

the movie, and those 

who haven't read the comics will nt be 

confused by the movie, It has all the 

fun, the action, the mystery and the 

allround brilliance of the comics. Iteven 

has the line with which every Spiderman 

comic begins ~ ‘If someone told you | 

was just your average, ordinary guy, not 
care in the world, somebody lied, 


+ ABHINAV RAMNARAYAN 












is nota credit card, 
sir! 
Customer : | 
too know that 
Waiter : Then 
why did you give 
me your visiting 
card? 
Customer: Your 
notice board says ‘All 
Cards Accepted!” 
-M.Rajeetha, Std. VI, 
DAV Public School, 
Chennai. 


Ul Prize : Rs.75/- 


‘Customer: What a surprise! I've 
eaten so much but your billis very 
much less! 

Waiter : Oh that! We give 0.50% 
discount on yesterday's left overs 

= V.B.Rajkumar, Std.X, 
SBOA Matric, Chennai. 





Ml Prize : Rs.50/- 


ustomer : Whot is this figure 
20' at the end of your bill? 

Waiter : It is the consulting fees 
‘of Dr.Raman next door - just in case 

{you wont to toke your treatment... 
= B, Necla Sharuni, Std. X, 

St. Paul's Convent HS., 
Davangere. 


Rs.25/- each 
Customer : Why are the prices 
0 high in your hotel? 
Waiter : Because its a ‘HIGH 
way’ hotel! 
- B, Prasanth, Std. IX, 
Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Erode. 


Customer : What's this STWC 
‘on your bill? 
Waiter : That's the Summer 
Time Water Charges, sir! 
+S. Aishwarya, Age 14, 
St. Dominics AIHSS, Chennai. 


IEASY TO 
DIGEST 
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Fi{_Miot, Don't you know it ts you 


There's a hunter 
on that tree... 
ready to shoot, 
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A HOLIDAY 
ADVENTURE 


3.BACK ON THE BEACH 

















hhe next day the children 
each other to the bea 

"T.Udita , here's a medal for 
you,” said Vikram, He picked up 
shell, bowed to her and gave it to het 
“Its not gold. But this will do for now. 
Udita picked up a fistful of sand to 
throw it at Vikram but suddenly 
remembered that it was against the rule 
that Patti had strictly laid down, “No 
throwing sand at each other.” They 
had done it once before and they had 
not been allowed to play on the 
beach for a whole day. 

Leela , who enjoyed the beach 
much more than sight- seeing, 
said, “Playing in the water is 
fun.” She sat down and let the 
‘waves come up to her. The rest 
also sat down on the sands in 
a row and waited for the 
waves to come and splash 









over them. Then Vi 
had an idea. She was a 





great organizer and directed little plays, 
to be enacted before the family, “Let's 
nce in the sea,” she said, "Yes, 
said Kamala, 

‘To the latest filmi tunes and imitat- 
ing their favourite heroines, they 
danced. Kamala could sing well, But 
v learning modem dane- 
she 

















ing at school directed the dance, 
had a sense of perfect 
rhythm, “Four steps 
to the front, four 
steps back and 
then four steps to 





‘Then we form a 
F cite advancing 10 
meet in the center and, 
Her 





Vikram at first refused to join in but they played for qi 


when he found that it Suddenly Vin 


dance at all but resembled PT. exer- 

cises, he joined in, He had learnt karate 

in school so he spread out his arms 

did little karate k 

Little Leela, who admired him. 

to imitate him but went sprawling in the 
ater. She had to be baled « 


ite 
aya saw the man: 
climbing th 
d. “Let's climb 
an, He will 
ke to reach the 
1 behind him, 
and the others ran 
They almost lost sight 


mala. From time to time Vinaya wa man. It was little Leela who 


them. “Careful, ca he m takin: 
look out for the 
they enjoyed thems 





see 








hidden by overgrown shrubs and 
bushes. It was narrow, so they walked 
in single file, Suddenly there was a cry 
“Help, help. I'm being bitten,” 
screamed Kamala. For a split second, 
Vinaya was petrified. Was it a snake? 
Vikram ran to her to find Kamala 
covered with red ants .She had caught 
hold of the branch of a shrub where the 
red ants were making their home 
weaving the leaves into a nest. The 
children surrounded her and dusted the 
ants away but she still had a few bites 








Bae ae cht 


here and there. But Kamala was a sport. 
“P'mokay now,” she said."Let’s go.” 

Inall this excitement they found that 
they had lost sight of the man they had 
followed. Nevertheless, they managed 
toclimb to the top of the cliff and what 
they saw took their breath away. 


t was a cove The waves of the 

igainst the rock. A second wave 
broke into the cove before the 
could go back completely. The 
waves were rough, and made a 
thundering sound as they crashed on to 
the rocks. The way down was easy and 
like little monkeys they seampered 
down to the cove. They did not know 
that at high tide the cove would be filled 
with water. One wave would follow 
another and then another in quick 
succession and they could be dragged 
into the sea. They were unaware that it 
was a dangerous place, 

“Let's keep this a secret,” said 
Vikram. “Don't tell Thatha or Patti.” 
He had a vague idea that they would 
not be allowed to play there if they 
described the place to them. 

They played on. Each wave that 
burst into the cove was greeted with 
excited giggles. It was a wonderful 
place. Their very own discovery. They 
‘were loath to leave it but it was getting 
late and their grandparents would begin 
to look for them, So unwillingly they 
made their way home. 


the breakfast table they waited 
impatiently for Patti to bring 














the breakfast in as they were ravenous. 
‘What's for breakfast?” shouted 
Kamala, 

“Poories’ 
kitchen, 

“Goooood0ed.,” came back a chorus 
of voices. They loved Patti's poories 

“Cool,” said Kamala, “Puff, puff 
poories with potatoes” 

The five kids then banged on the 
table with their spoons rhythmically 
singing, “Puff, puff poories,we want 
‘poories, Patti's poories, the world’s 
best poories.” 

“Quiet, quiet, I'm bringing some,” 
said Patti. She pretended to sound 
impatient but she was very pleased. 

“How was the morning on the beach 
today?” Patti asked, 

‘There was dead silence. The children 
looked at one another. 

“Oh it was okay,” said Vikram 

“What happened?” Patti asked “You 
did have fun didn’t you?” she asked. 

“WE ....we...."started Leela, 
“Tho .tho..tho...” they interrupted her 
shouting in unison. You never knew 
what Leela would say. 





answered Patti from the 


“I was only going to say that we 
didn’tenjoy... 

But the rest just shouted her down 
with louder and louder cries of 
“tho..tho..tho...” 

Patti could not make head or tail of 
the conversation, But she smiled as she 
‘went back into the kitchen. 

“Blockhead,” said Vikram “You 
almost gave our secret away.”” 

“Ididn't and I was not going to. All 
that I wanted to say was that,,... 

“Good thing you didn't say 
anything,” said Kamala. “You always 
talk too much.” 

“Forget it, forget it,” said Vinaya. 
She had a soft comer for Leela and 
besides Leela might burst into tears any 
minute and give their secret away. 

Later on Vinaya asked Vikram, 
“Where did you think the man went 
when we lost sight of him?” 

“Oh I don’t know,” he said and 
added, “I'm not interested.” 

“But I am”, thought Vinaya. “How 
did he disappear from the cliff and 
where did he go?” 





To be continued... 
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fascinating 
fora 


The local 
name for 
rafflesia is 
aa 
patina 
bunga 
meaning 
flower and 
patma 
(derived 
from the 
Sanskrit 
word lotus) 
a symbol of 
fertility. 





BUNGA PATMA 


“Raitiesia” 
shouted the chil- 
dren, all to- 
gether. 

“Sorry, chil- 
dren. Team A 
misses 10 
points because 
you did not wait 
to listen to the & 
question. The 
question also had a second part." 

“OH! NO!" sighed the children of team A. 

“Let me repeat the question now, to team 8,” said Ms 
‘Anne, their Botany teacher. “Which is the largest flower 
in the world and how did it get its name?” 

The children thought for a while. “Do you know the 
answer?” they asked each other. “Don't say anything if 
you are not sure because we might get minus points.” 

No risks! The children gave up. 

Ms. Anne began to explain. She knew the children 
would be interested in knowing more about this plant. 
‘She had even brought pictures to show them. She wanted 
to make this class very interesting! 





‘The ratflesia is one of the greatest discoveries of the 
plant kingdom. This gigantic and magnificent flower is 
the largest flower in the world. A fully grown flower may 
be as wide as 36 to 42 inches from one extreme petal to 
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another. The weight of the flower i 
around 15 to 18 pounds, It was 
back in 1818, that Sir Thomas Stam: 
ford Raffles, a British explorer and 
founder of Singapore, spotted this rare 
species on the island of Sumatra. With 
him was Dr. Joseph Arnold a surgeon: 
naturalist 

“Do you know now how the flower 
got its name?” asked Ms. Anne. 

The rafflesia is not a flowering plant 
with roots and green matter. On the 
other hand itis a harmless jungle para 
site. It grows out of the roots and gro 
ing stems of wild vines that grow in the 
rain forests of the Indonesian islands 
and the islands of Java, Sumatra, 
laysia, Thailand and the Philippines. in 
other words this wild flower is seen 
widely in the islands of the Far East. 
There are over twelve species of this 
flower in the world but the most popu: 
lar one is also the most fascinating one- 
the Aafflesia Arnoldi 

“How else is this flower different 
from other flowers? Are they found in 
plenty? Is it true that it stinks?” ques: 
tions poured out. Ms. Anne was glad, 
for this is what she wanted from the 
children. 

The rafflesia is not only the largest 
flower but also one of the most myste~ 
rious. These flowers grow out of very 
































small seeds that are no bigger than 
Poppy seeds. These tiny seeds swell up 
through the barks of the host vine Tetra 
Lanceolarium to a size that is 
ice as large as a cabbage! 
s to attain maturity, the 
bright red flower blooms and grows in 
droop and wilt in four days, 
sad” the children sighed as 
at the big, beautiful poster 
Anne held up, 

How exactly the planting occurs is a 
stery and a debate among botanists 
me people say that deer and pigs pick 
up the fruits of the mature female flower 
n their hooves while they trample over 
i. Seeds of the crushed fruits are then 
deposited on the stems of the host vine! 
However the more probable agents ar2 
und squirrels that eat the fruits 
e plant while they are seated on the 
barks of the host vine and disperse the 
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seeds then and there. Tiny ants and ter- 
mites also have a role to play in the n 
production of these flowers. The sticky 
pulp and small nubs on the seeds at- 
tract them and thus they may also be 
responsible for carrying the seeds from 
‘one place to another. 

The work of nature is indeed 
tounding and wonderful. How long does 
it take for the flower to bloom?” asked 
the children. 


How the seeds start to grow is 
again, a mystery. But we know that it 
takes abouta year and a half for the bud 
to bulge out from the surface! The new 
emerged bud is about two inches wide 
and will continue to grow for nine more 
‘months before it begins to flower. The 
flower blooms over four days, atract- 
ing pollinating flies with its special 
odour. The rafflesia anoldi, looks grand 
and flamboyant when in full bloom. 
There are five large, leathery lobes of 





petals that are 
covered with 
pale patches 
some of them 
raised and 


prominent. At 
the end of the 


fourth day, the 
lobes wither 
and curl up 
They alsoturn 
black from 
their original 
bright and 
flaming red 
colour. 

* Ate there 
male and fe- 






male flowers?” 

Like many other plants, the Raffle- 
sia Arnoldii also has male and female 
specimens. But itis very difficult to dis- 
tinguish them without actually making 
a dissection. 

“Aren’t the people of far east ex- 
femely lucky to be able to see this most 
nderful flower? They must be feel- 
ing very proud that the world’s largest 
flower blooms in their nation.” 

The raffesiais not seen in abundance 
and hence it is not easy to spot it. It 
blooms only in very few localities of the 
rain forests. It is not easy to access 
these forests. Itis sad that the rafflesia 
ismow an endangered species. With the 
felling of forests, its survival is a big 
question. 

The class dispersed in a reflective 
mood 





~ ‘BUD’ 
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IPOET POURRI 





MY ONLY WISH 


One day when I was walking on 
the street 
Slowly and lazily munching a 
sweet, 
A poor old woman caught my eye 
thought of doing more than just 
sigh. 


T noticed that her face was sad 

‘And that in an old robe she was 
clad 

Gently I took her arm to help her 





walk across 
‘While those around me thought 
Twas gross 


She looked up at me, her eyes filled 
with moisture 


Presenting the most sorrowful 
picture, 
“Wish what you want, my child” 
she said, 
“T shall see to it that it is granted.” 


T thought and thought and decided 
upon ultimate happiness 
“Cause that's one thing man 
can't easily hamess. 
With a gleam in her eyes she then 
parted 
I knew that a strong friendship had 
started, 


For my one good deed, God did 
send 
For me and me alone, my best 
friend! 
+ Ms. G. Vidya Raju, 1X Std, 
KRMM High School, 
Chennai, 
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MORNING STRETCH 


The alarm clock woke me up 
| did my exercise ‘hip-hup’ 
“Oh! No!" | said, “I'm already late.” 





| took some bread and ate. 

Full of tension, full of fears 

My eyes both filed with tears; | returned home along the same 
| rode fast to my school ins 

Only to be called a real fool! pesnehied and geared Tweet 
“why? What's on — Suncey = G. Rangarajan, Std XI, 
‘Why? What's the matter guys’ The Higher Secondary School for 
| asked my friends playing nearby. Boys, Srirangam, Trichy, 





Come with me and let me Meet my father and my mother, 
show My elder sister and little 
The best place on earth | brothier 
know 
Here we eat, sleep and pray, 
All together, night and day. 


All as lovely as a poem! 

Come and see my happy 
home. 

-V. Prahaladh, Std. VI, Padma Sheshadri Bala Bhavan SSS. , Chennai. 
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Name : A. Sonali 
Age: 14 
Address : E2/2, Unit 4, Old 


Settlement, Kharagpur, (West Bengal). 

Hobbies : Dancing, singing, reading 
classics, listening to music and making 
friends. 

Name : Anup Kumar Lath 

Age: 15 

Address : C/S, S.B.Market 
Complex, Hospital Road, Bargarh - 


PENPAL 


768 028, Orissa, 

Hobbies : Swimming, collecting, 
stamps and coins, playing table tennis 
and cricket, drawing and reading 
magazines, 

Name : B, Harshitha 

Age: 14 

Address ; Plot No.32, New Balaji 
Colony, M.R. Palle, Tirupathi - 
517 502, 

Hobbies : Watching T:¥., playing 
badminton and chess, writing letters, 
collecting key chains and greeting cards 
and listening to music. 

Name : A. Srishnath 

Age :9 

‘Address : 11/6, Central Schoo! 
Staff Quarters, Narimadu, Madurai - 
625 002. 

Hobbies : Watching T.V., drawing, 
gardening, playing badminton and 
colouring, 
















HLR. Seema 
Age: 12 
Address 

284, 11th Cross, 

29th main, J.P. 

Nagar Ist 

Phase, 

Bangalore - 

560 078, 

Hobbies : 


Name: ( 


Reading fiction stories, 
listening to the radio, making friends 
and creating art objects, 

Name : Supriya G. Golatkar 

Age: 12 

Address : B/10, Mohaprabha, 
Bhagat Road, Mumbai - 400 016. 

Hobbies : Writing poems, dancing, 
reading and travelling, 


Name : L. Megha 

Age: 10 

Address : ‘Vishala’, Maruthoor 
Road, Neyyattinkara, Kerala - 695 121. 

Hobbies : Watching cartoon 
network, singing, watching englih 
movies, reading books, playing with 
dolls and collecting stamps. 

Name : K.K.Dayanandh Vel 

Age: 15 

‘Address : 62, Ayyal Rosa, 
Peelamedu, Coimbatore - 4 

Hobbies : Collecting stamps, reading 


counsel Doar wn 


books, playing Address : 39/64, Adanjan Street 
games, paint- Mandaveli, Chennai - 600 028. 

ing, making Hobbies : Music, making friends, 
friends and reading books, collecting posters, 
listening to stamps and coins and playing games. 








mails, Name : Chitra S, Mudaliar 
Name: Age: IL 

Kiran Address: 1, Anil Apartment, Block 

S.Nambiar 


No, 1st Floor, Katemanivali, Kalyan 
Age: 14 (East) - 421 306 
Address 


Ram Nivas, 
Mundayad(p.0), 
Near Athirakam 
‘School, Kannur 


Hobbies : Reading story books and 





Gokulam, drawing and painting 
dancing, playing and watching T.V 
ime : B, Muthukrishnan, 

la ges M4 
Hobbies : Playing volleyball, football Address : 108, ‘Teacher's Colony, 
and badminton, cyeling and listening to Ponnagaram, Rajupalayam - 626 117, 
music sand 















Name : V.P. Danicean coins, 
Age : 10 books and making penpals 
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" FOREIGN STAMPS 
100 ALL DIFFERENT, ALL LARGE 

u WHOLE WORLD, USED 


| COMMEMORATIVE STAMP PACKET jj 
1 Rs.90/- BY MONEY ORDER.NOV.PP I! 
| ALLSTAMPSARE GENUINEAND 1 


" CATALOGUED 7 
— 


MANJUNATH BABU, GT 
10A, D3 D3 ROAD, 
BALARENGAPURAM, MADURAI - 625 009 





SF What are we doing Wd 
these hols? Is dad 
taking us anywhere?/| 





?}s whole month! 
What on earth shall 


What do you 
think it is? 


My guess is 
as good as 
yours! 


Are Adithya 
and Preetha 












Yeah! My guess 
Ready for the was right! 
news? Adithya 
and Preetha 
arrive in two 








Happy Holidays! 
Hooray! 






and I played on 
vou girls? 


And failed miserably 
at that! 













Two days later] 





Hi, cousins! Good to see 
you! Any adventure yet 


Lad 


Preetha, My 
goodness! 














Anything || We 


happening? 

















ad! Whats al this] 

: talk about str: 

4 for some un ] —azeatre 
szeatures. A Just some rumours I 


What! Tell 
it 


us all 
sir, 


Dinner and straight to bed. 


Sorry! No time now. Will try Adventures strictly 
and meet up this evening. Torbidden. 
75 


Not too sure though. 


Will we get to see it 











Do you think 

people have | / Looks like 

really seen it? // another mystery 
is on its way! 





TO CONTINUE ms 


——— 





V.PRAKASH, 
Std.VIll, M.S.S.T,, 
Thane. 


P. GOWTHAM, 
Modern Sen.Sec.S., > 
Chennai. 


oe 
FI 
a 
Sa 
25 
ae 
2 
ey 
Ln 
2 
i 
& 


yan 
eo" 
Yeni 
)  ANUJA KUMARI, 
|} Sta. Vill, OV, 
(Girls) H.M 
) _Chitaranjan 


Sec. School, 


S. SIDDHARTH, 








LITTLE 


ine year old Sabu worked in a tea 

shop in the market. The owner of 

the tea shop was an old man. 

Sabu was honest, hard working 

and sincere. The old man loved Sabu very 
‘much and looked after him tke his own son. 

One morning, when the market place 
was flooded with people, two young men 
entered the tea shop. They came riding on 
a bike, sat on the bench just outside the 
shop and ordered for some tea. 

While they were drinking their tea, one 
‘of them handed a hundred rupee note to 
Sabu and said, "take your dues and give us 
the balance.” 

“But, si! There's no change for hundred 
rupees. We've just started our sales for this 
morning..." 

Sabu was cut shor. 
“Never mind that. You 
ccan keep this note and 
I shall collect the 
‘change this evening” 
‘spoke the other man in 
a grutf voice. 

“Please wait for a 
few minutes sir. Let me 





SABU 


try and get some change from the shops 
‘nearby” said Sabu as he walked out to find 
some change. 

“I did See some five rupee notes in the 
‘man's purse. | wonder why he did not give 
it. Why must they insist on handing this 
hundred rupee note... strangeare the ways 
of customers.” thought Sabu to himself 
aS he went from shop to shop asking for 
change. 


abu decided to try his luck at the 

police station at the end of the 

street. The inspector at the 

station knew Sabu very well. He 
Visited the tea shop twice everyday. 

‘When Sabu handed him the note, the 
inspector looked at it suspiciously. 

“Who gave you this, 
note my dear boy” he 
asked Sabu. Sabu 
explained to him. 

“Come along with 
ime” said the inspector 
‘and along with Sabu, 
marched to the tea 
shop. But much to their 


surprise, the men had gone. 

“They lft ust now sir. Just five minutes 
ago. Why? What's the matter?” asked the 
‘ld man. 

“How did they look, Sabu? Can you 
describe them to me?" asked the inspector. 

“Sure sit. There were two of them on 
the bike. They looked quite young. One of 
them had a beard and wore glasses while 
the other had only a moustache and sort of 
curly, ough har.” briefed Sabu. 

"Very good observation Sabu” praised 
the inspector. 

“1 heard them say they'd be back this 
‘evening to buy some watches from the next 
shiop” said the old man as he handeda glass 
of tea to the inspector 

The inspector worked out the plan of 
action, That evening, a policeman in plan 
clothes assisted Sabu at the tea shop and 
another one was on service at the watch 
showroom. 

Just as the watch shop was about to 
close for the day, Sabu heard the sound of 
the motor bike 

“its them” he whispered to the police- 
man as he saw the two men ride 
past his tea shop and park outside the 
watch shop, 





twas all over within the next five 


minutes. The inspector was 
contacted over the wireless, The 
policeman walked into the watch 
shop and signalled to his counterpart who 
Was already in there. 

The two men were caught as they 
handed over a few hundred rupee notes at 
the counter, Later atthe police station, the 
young men confessed to the inspector. 

They were involved in printing fake, 
‘currency notes and were part of a larger. 
gang that operated from the neighbouring 
village The two men were out shopping that 
‘morning little realising that they would be 
caught. 

“We were extremely foolish in handing 
‘ahundred rupee note at the tea shop" spoke 
the man with the gruff voice ashe stared at 
Sabu angrily 

‘Sabu was thrilled wit himsel, Everyone 
praised him, He also got a watch ase 
present from the owner of the watch shop, 
Sabu wore the watch with great pride 


 Biswa Ranjan Sahoo, 
Std. Vil, Buxi Jagabandhu 
Eng. Med. School, BBSR. 










THE ANIMAL 
WITH EIGHT 
ARMS fe 


The octopus is one 
of the most cu- 
rious crea~ 
tures of the 
animal king- 
dom. It belongs to the inverte- 
brate class called molluscs. 

The octopus is a ‘head- 
footed’ animal with eight armlike 
tentacles, fixed around its roundish 
head. If anyone of these arms 
comes under a tight grip, the octo- 
pus severes itself free of that arm. 
twill have a new one in a month's 
time. 

‘The octopus has jaws that look 
like the parrot's beak. It hunts its 
prey with great agility and caution 
by injecting poison and making the 
prey helpless. When it is caught, it 
shoots out a black fluid and es- 
capes from its enemy. 

When the octopus retires to bed 
inthe safe comer of a rock crevice, 
six ofits arms remain stil and two 
stand alert to warn of any danger! 
Its eggs nearly 4500 in a set, re- 
semble a bunch of grapes and 
each and everyone of them 
successfully hatches 
without any loss! 







THE SMALL 


AND PRICKLY ONE 


Hog is another name for pig. A 
pig-like snout gives the hedgehog 
its name. But a hedgehog is by no 
means as big as a pig. It is a small 
creature that can fit comfortably into 
a man's palm. 

Adense mat of spines covers its 
back and sides. When danger 
threatens, the animal rolls up into 
a prickly ball. If picked up, it throws 
back with a sudden jerk, driving its 
‘spines into the person's hand. This 
is accompanied by a grunt. 

There are two species of hedge- 
hogs in our country - the long-eared 

hedgehog found in desert ar- 

eas and the pale hedgehog 

>\_ found in the plains of 
‘South India. 


- V. Srivatsan, Std. X, 
Bethel M.H.S.Scho 
Chenni 





POMP and PAGEANTRY 


PURI 


he En- 
glish 
word 


“Juggernaut” is 
used for denoting 
any large and in- 
domitable force. 

The The chariot of 
Jagannath, which 

is taken out in 

pomp and splen- 
unforget- —— dorevery year at 
table. It has the time of the 
tobe seen Ratha Yatra or 
to be the car festival is j 
the source of the 
above expres- 
sion. 

Every year in 
June or July the 
three deities Jagannath, Balabhadra and Subhadra are 
brought out to their gigantic chariots, each decorated in its 
own distinctive colour. Devotees in their thousands draw 
these chariots in a fabulous procession to the gates of 
Gundicha Bari (The House of Queen Gundicha). A remark- 
able feature is that during the car festival the Brahmin 
priests relinquish their charge of the deities and the rituals 
to the local tribes. It is they who carry the deities to the 
chariots to the rhythmic clanging of gongs and cymbals. 

In one movement the atmosphere transforms into one 
of frenzied festivity. The procession waits for the Raja of 


conse EVP) nr soe 


festival is 
unique and 








believ 











Puri to perform the symbolic ceremony 
of sweeping the platforms of the chari- 
ots, 

‘Thereafter, amidst the thunderous 
‘applause and the cries of “Victory to 
Jagannath” from the two hundred thou 
sand and more strong crowd, the 
chariot is drawn with thick coir ropes 
by the devotees, The chariots are 
stopped at predetermined points at the 
Gundicha House for a week. They are 
drawn back to the temple in what is 
known as “Bahuda Yatra” or return car 





festival. At the end of the journey the 
ities are carried back into the temple 
with great pomp and splendour, 

‘The festival is unique and unforget- 
table. It has to be seen to be believed. 
Itis said that whoever happens to touch 
jjagannath or even tug the ropes of this 
chariot will be freed from the cycle of 
births, 


‘Text and Photo: 
Debabrata Banerjee 
Howrah 









eep ina forest, c hunter of 
the Savara tbe of Orsso, 
worshipped in secret o 

beautiful sapphire image. A 
northein king Indradyumna, sent 
Brohmin emissaries in search of it. 
One of them discovered it in Puri at- 
ter great difficulty. 

But when Indradyumna reached 
Puri with a vost army, the image had 
'vorished! After he did penance, o 
heavenly voice instructed him to per- 
form a thousand horse sacrifices. 
Then alone would he behold Vishnu, 
not in the form of the sapphire im- 
‘age, but as a log of wood with cer 
fain marks on it, floating on the sea. 

The log was fetched ashore but 
no carpenter on earth could carve 
‘animage out of i. Their chisels broke 
atthe very fist attempt. The Lord him 
seff appeared in the guise of an old 
‘carpenter ond offered to carve the 
image on condition he was lett un- 





According fo tradition; Jagannath 
was originally a tribal god. 


























disturbed in oO 
closed room for 
twenty-one days. 
But after a fortnight, 
when no sound wos heard from 
within the room, the king got worried 
‘and broke open the door, The car- 
penter had vanished, leaving behing 
three unfinishedimages carved from 
the waist upwards only, The three 
were Balabhadra, his younger 
‘brother Jagannath, who both had 
‘ond stil have stumps for arms and 
their sister Subhodra who is even with 
‘out these. The king then built a 
temple ond conveyed them there 
in magnificent chariots, 







LET'S TAKE 
AN OATH 
* Charity 
“begins at 
home’, though 
a very old sa 
M4 ingis still pr 
tised in many parts of the world! It is 
the practice in our school to donate old 
books, toys and clothes which we have 
‘outgrown to charitable organizations 
and also to buy things made by them. 
Inthis way we can encourage them and 
help to better their lives 
Let's take an oath‘that we will help 
least one needy person every month. 
‘We can buy inexpensive things which 
ve little meaning to us but would 
prove to be very useful to 
them, Itneed not always be 
money that we donate. It 
can also be old things but 


must understand 
the importance of 
saving a life. The 
blood donor is a 

life saver. 
+ K.Tamilnila, 
Std. XI, St. 
‘Theresa’s Girls 
HSSchool, 

Karu 


BOOKS ARE OUR 
BEST FRIENDS 








Books are our never 
friends. But the habit of reading 
books has gone down among the 


‘younger generations. 


We 


‘can 


learn a lot by 


+ SSrividya, Std.VIII, 
S.PMS., Kolkatta, 


BLOOD DONATION 


Blood donation is 
unique as it saves the vic- 
tims from the jaws of death. 
We live by deeds and not 
by the passage of years. 
Blood donation establishes 
the character of sacrifice 
and enriches the mental 









courage 


students. 


calibre of the donor. The 
blood donor can develop 
leadership quality and a 
high position in society. We 


reading books. 
Libraries wear a 
deserted 
these days. Par- 
ents must en- 
their 
children to read a 
Jot of books. Let 
tus hope that the 
habit of reading 
books would be re- 
vived among the 


look 


OUR ROLE 

‘God has made our home “Mother 
Earth’, He has also created many 
species which include us. But we 
are the only living beings who can 
protect the other species. While every 
living thing is performing its role for 
which it is born, we are turning heav- 
enly earth into 
hell. We must 
stop poaching 
and killing of ani- 
mals. Our mother 
needs our help. 

Help her. 
~ Arvind S. 
Kannan, 
Std. V, SBOA School, Chennai. 





IRRITATING AND ANNOYING 

Now-a-days the moment you 
switch on the television to watch your 
favourite programme, you get irritated 
and annoyed with the number of adver- 
tisements telecast in the middle of the 
programme. If one toothpaste brand is 
‘national today, tomorrow it becomes an 
{ntemational brand and on the third day 
itis enriched with calcium. 

Even if we are educated, why do we 
fail to understand that our teeth will not 
become stronger if we just apply cal- 
cium externally? That our hair does not 
become healthier and silkier if we just 
apply a protein and vitamin enriched 
shampoo? 

Its the intake of healthy food that 
makes us stronger and healthier. We 
should not get carried away by an ad- 
Vertisement even if we have our 
favourite celebrity for the promotion of 













TRUE PEACE 

Violence is so much a part of our 
lives today. We switch on the television 
tosee people being blown up by bombs. 
‘The newspapers tell us of armed rob- 
beries, murders and death of people due 
to firing. Somebody is pushed or beaten 
in the school yard. Traffic accidents dis- 
rupt our lives. 

Tn the midst of allthis violence, all 
We want is peace. 

Peace to be able to work 

Peace to be with our fami 
loved ones. 

Peace to be able to just live. 

Where do we find this peace? 

We often think of peace as the op- 
posite of war. But true peace is more 
than just this, tis deeply rooted in love. 
Love that comes from inside a person 
and reaches out to every living thing 
outside, that comes his or her way. 

‘When there is love and peace in our 
hearts, we can work with others to bring 
peace anywhere and everywhere. 


sand 











the sales of that brand. 
+ SN, Kirtana, Std.]X, St. 
Joseph's H.S., Bhubaneswar. 
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Sunil bet heavily on | | 
horses. One day- 














Guryjit You ares 
famous astrologer. Please 
help me. What is my 
lucky number? 














Oh nol 
Not 
again! 


aa: ae 












\Weu' you believe that the legisla 
tive assembly of Missouri State of 
the US was once convened to watch a 
dog's superhuman perfor- 

mance? 


story of Jim, the wonder 
dog from Missouri, USA, and his extraor- 
dinary faculties, 

Both houses of Missouri State (like 
India's Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha) 
were convened to watch Jim's perfor- 
mance, During the course of his amaz~ 
ing display of inteltigence, one of the 
members asked a question in Morse 
‘code. He tapped the name of a particu- 
far member and told the dog to identify 
him. Without the least hesitation, Jim 
went to the right man and placed his paw 
on the startled member's leg! 


For seven consecutive years, the 
names of horses, which were entered in 
a major horse race, were written on 
separate pieces of paper and spread 
before this uncanny canine, And each 
time he placed his paw on the winner 
even belore the race was run! These 
predictions are recorded by 
persons who saw the dog perform: 
ing and therefore cannot be 
doubted. 

Jim could distinguish be- 
tween Elm, Oak, Walnut and 
Maple trees. He could also read 
numbers, pick out the cards 
with the same number, and 
recognise a man wearing a 
black moustache. He could un- 
derstand orders given’ in En- 
lish, French, German and Ital= 





seta 87 we 


JIM THE 


ism aun ONDER DOG 


ian, He always obeyed quickly and spe- 
cifically. His vocabulary seemed endless, 
Jim would, however, perform only for 
two persons, his owner and his doctor. 


dim's owner was offered upto 
$325,000 for making a film on Jims ite, 
but he refused, Racing fans wrote to him 
that they would happily share the win- 
rings if Jim would do abit of horse race 
forecast. 

‘The owner always ignored such of- 
fers and would not permit his wonder 
diag to be exploited. Jim died peacefully 
in 1937 at the age of 12, and took the 
‘mystery with him, but left memories that 
contradict all theories of animal 
behaviour, which hinted at things be- 
yond human intelligence, 
and knowledge. 


+ GV. Joshi 
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APPLE AND CURRANT DELIGHT 

‘Things Needed : 

1 large apple, 2 tablespoons of 
raisins, 1 tablespoon black currants - 
seeded, 1 % tablespoons butter, 4 
tablespoons of brown sugar or ordinary 
sugar. 

‘Method : 

Peel and core the apple and chop it 
into tiny pieces. Melt the butter and put 
in the apple pieces, raisins, black 
currants and sugar, Cook on low heat 
Uill the apple tums soft and the water is 
ibsorbed. Remove from the gas stove 
and allow it to cool, Refrigerate and 
serve chilled, topped with fresh cream. 
It-can also be used as a spread for 
sandwiches, 

-M. 





‘ishna Vaishal, Std. IX, 
D.A.V. School, Chennai, 
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BREAD BONANZA 

‘Things needed : 

10 slices of bread, ghee, 1 tin of 
condensed milk (Milkmaid) 

Method : 

Cut the bread into long, rectangul 
strips after cutting off the edges. F 
the stripsin ghee, Now take a bowl and 
arrange the slices on it, Gradually pour 
a layer of milkmaid over it, Repeat 
layers of bread and milk maid, The 
Bread Bonanza is ready! Serve chille 

= Nandini Swaminathan, 
Age 13, Haryana, 








CHOCOLATE ICE - CREAM 
Ingredients 
4 tablespoons chocolate (cocoa) 
Yalitre ready custard 





YA spoon vanilla essence 

Ya cup water / milk 

Yalitre cream 

Method : 

Boil the milk/water mixed with 
chocolate (cocoa) on low gas-flame 
When cooled, mix with custard, Stirthe 
cream well and add, Add vanilla 
essence, Set the mix in a greased tr 
and refrigerate, Serve the thick ice 
cream topped with dry-fruits. M 
sure to serve directly when t 
from the freezer, 

+ Mayura S, Dhapare, Std.VI1, 
PM’s B.R.Tol English H.S., 
Mumbai. 
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BUDDING CHEF 
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mazingly, it takes 
Jess than an hour for 


meapereneed 
builder, 

make an inloo 
large enough 
to house two persons. 

‘The real problem facing an igloo 
builder is finding the right type of ice, 
or snow. The snow must be firm and 
compact but not 100 icy. 

‘To make an igloo, the builder cuts 
blocks of snow using his long knife. A 
circle made of these snow blocks forms 
the base of the igloo. The other blocks 
are arranged from 

inside the circle to 
form a. spiral 
which ends up as 





ICING 
THE IGLOO 









‘a dome. All the gaps are filled with 
soft snow. An opening is cut and a 
tight fitting door is shaped 
‘The igloo is then iced from inside 
and outside to make it strong and 
firm, With the door firmly in place, 


LZ ‘an oil lamp is lit inside the igloo. 


Lighting a lamp may appear foolish 
when itis kept inside the igloo. Instead 
of melting the ice into a 
shapeless mass, the heat 
actually strengthens and 
insulates the 
structure. 
The molten 
snow is 
drawn out by the igloo walls which ect 
like blotting paper. The moisture freezes 
on the outside wall, 

A small hole is bored in the roof and 
the door s left open. Warm air goes out 
through the hole. Fresh air enters the 
igloo, An igloo iced properly is so warm 
that a person can sit comfortably in it 
even without wearing a warm coat, 
while the outside tempera 

ture can be as low as mi- 
+\ nus 50 degree F! 
= Smt. Visalakshi 

Ramani, 
Coimbatore 














THE PERFECT 
MARKSMAN 


hanush was an up set a target for them far, far 
coming archer. His ‘away. He then took aim, His 
skill with the bow very first arrow hit the bulls 
and arrow had fetched _ eye. He then despatched a 
him many prizes at contests. second arrow. It split the first 
‘These victories went to his one into two. 
head until one day he Dhanush turned to his Guru 
challenged his guru himself to _ and said triumphantly, “See 
acontest. that! Can you match it, sir?” 
Anandji 
looked at 
Dhanush. 
He realised 
that his 
student had 
become an 
upstart, “He 
needs to be 
taught a 
lesson” 
thought 
Anandji. So, fy 
he accepted 
the 
challenge. X 


Dhanush 












After a brief silence, Anandji 
asked Dhanush to follow him. 
He led Dhanush to some 
mountains nearby. Both Guru 
and disciple climbed a peak in 
silence. When they were almost 
atop, Anandji stopped. 

Now they were over-looking a 
deep gorge between this peak 
and another one close by. The 
gorge was bridged by a flimsy 
and shaky log. 

Anandji stepped onto the 
middle of the precarious bridge. 
He chose a tree not too far away 
as his target, drew his bow and 
shot an arrow. It found its mark. 

“Now it is your turn, my boy” 
said Anandji stepping back onto 
safe ground. 


hanush looked down at 
the gorge in front of 
him. His head reeled 
He felt giddy. He felt like 
fainting and falling into the gorge. 
Dhanush took one tentative 
step forward on the log but 
quickly withdrew as it bent ever 
so slightly under his weight. 
Itwas Anangj’s turn to speak 
“Dhanush! Do you realise now 
that you have only mastered the 
‘skill of marksmanship but you are 
yet to learn to control the mind 
that lets loose the arrow?" 
Dhanush hung his head in 
shame. 
-M. Ezhilarasan, Std. Vill, 
Sainik School, Coimbatore. 








Creative 
Corner 











‘Things required : 


MOSAIC DESIGN 


Coloured paper, chart paper, pencil, fevicol, a thin brush and scissors. 


How to make: 


© Draw a picture of your choice on the chart paper. 


© Cut the coloured paper into tiny bits, preferably minute squares. Keep them 
sorted according to colour in small cups or a sorting tray. 

© ‘Spread fevicol carefully, with a thin 
brush, little by litte on that portion of the 
drawing where you want to paste. 
© Quickly paste the coloured squares 
delicately on the picture using different 
coloured squares for different areas. Fill 
in the pattern in such a way that the chart 
paper is not seen. 
Your beautiful, colourful mosaic is ready. Remember, it takes a lot of 
patience to do this! 























5. Srividya, Std. VII, SPHS, Kolkatta 


sais (Annie 











HURRY 
BURY! 


Story : V. Rengashini, 
Std. XI, Duthie Girls 
H.S.S. Nagercoil. 


Ilustration 
Muthukumar 





I think its the 
dead rat lying 
there sir. 


















‘You fool! Don't you know 
that all dead things must 

















phone is dead. 
g ‘Take care. I'l 





























rid Cup 
cond Round 


without France and Argentina? 
Can it be possible? With insipid 
teams like Belgium and USA 
going through, how on earth did 
France manage to disqualify 
themselves? They have no-one 
to blathe, They created several 
chances, but their frontrunners. 
Henry and Treseguet simply did 
not take them, and unbelievably, 
France did not score a single 
goal in the world cup! 

‘Argentina had their share of 
bad luck, first of all, finding 
themselves in an extremely 
tough group. Argentina's better 
players, Batistuta, Crespo, 
Veron, Gonzales, all of them 
played well, and like Franc 
they created chances, but did not 
convert 

So who's left? Italy scraped 
through... they won a game, lost 
‘a game, and drew a game, and 
the only reason they are going 
through is that Croatia fell to 
pieces against Ecuador, 





‘The teams that have looked brilliant 


this world cup so far have been Brazil 
‘and Spain, Brazil played awful in the 
qualifying rounds, but they are a 
different team on the big stage. 
Ronaldo, Ronaldinho, Rivaldo have 
been their main goal scorers, ‘Their 4- 
0 flattening of China was exemplary, 
and their 5-2 victory over Costa Rica, 
which included the best goal of the 
tournament by Edmilson, was even 
better, However, they did have an easy 
group, and their defence hasn't been 
tested yet, Spain have always been a 
talented side, but they've crumbled/at 
the World Cup each time, ‘This could 
be different, Like Brazil they've picKed 
up three victories in three games, ahd 
they have one of the best strikers in 
Raul 
nally, we have to look at two other 
European nations who would fancy 
themselves. England, well, they hive 
looked good, but they seem to lack the 
killer punch. Micheal Owen is yetito 
score a goal, but he has looked superb 
upfront, and there is excitement each 
time the ball is at his feet. But is ohe 
man enough? Either Beckham has to 
find his form, or some of the others will 
have to contribute 
My tip for the world cupris 
Germany. They don’t have any 
brilliant players, but they work'us a 
team, and their passing is some ofthe 
best we've seen so far, And they 
have the best goalkeeper in the world 
- Oliver Kahn, They might be'the 
surprise package this year! 
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COUNTRIES AND 
THEIR CHILDREN 
- JAPAN 


GRACE AND 


DISCIPLINE 


welve year 
old Ichiro 

and his litle 
sister Keiko 
woke up excit- 
edly. It was May 
4th. The next day, 
May Sth was 
Children’s Day in 
Japan. It was one 
of the most impor- 
tant festivals for 
them and they had a lot of work to do. 

“Ichiro, Keiko”, their mother called 
for them, as she slid back the paper 
panel that separated their bedroom from 
the living room, Now it made one whole 
bigger room. 

Japan isa small hilly country. Being 
very populous, space is limited. Their 
home itself was on the sandy beach, to 
save precious farming land. 

“Yes, mother”, the children called 
cout immediately. Like most Japanese 
children they were brought up very 
disciplined. 

‘The men bathed first, followed by 
the women as was the custom and all 
of them dipped into the traditional 
bayrel of water after soaping and rinsing 








themselves clean first. A meal of rice, 
fish and vegetables followed, which 
they ate with chopsticks, sitting on the 
floor covered with straw Tatami mats 

Ichiro then accompanied his father 
to the farm. There he would work as 
onall holidays while Keiko assisted her 
mother in the kitchen making sweets, 
arranging flowers and cleaning the 
house. Arrangement of flowers was a 
traditional art of Japan that went by the 
name Ikebana. 


hat evening, the children would 
‘unpack the ceremonial dolls of the 
Emperor, Empress, courtiers, 
warriors and heroes to be 
displayed on Children's Day. The 
children would have to receive guests 


coon (BZ) = 


‘who come to view their display and they 
have to play gracious hosts, serving 
their friends tea and snacks in small 
trays. They would also go visiting other 
friends in their tur and this may goon 
for about a we 

This year Ichiro and Keiko had 
planned to visit their cousins Hiroshi 
and Akiko who lived in the capital city 
of Tokyo situated in the most industrial 



































and crowded island of Honshu, 


fier his hard day's work on the 
iN farm, Ichiro came back in the 
evening, excited about flying his 

Carp kite. As part of the Children’s Day 
festivities, boysin Japan would fly a kite 
shaped like a carp. The carp is believed 
to be the most energetic and brave 
among all fish, as it can swim against 
the current and even upstream or over 
waterfalls!! Asall other boys, Ichiro too 
would tie the carp kite to a bamboo pole 
over the housetop and be reminded 
to be like the carp ~ brave and 

str 








‘The next moming Ichiro 
and Keiko dressed 
themselves in new 
Kimonos, the trt= 
ditional Japanese 

@ dress. Though 
mostly women 

and girls weir 
kimono, sore 
times the mich 
and boys t69 
don ithe 
graceful 
dresé. 
‘They weir 
it on im- 
portiiit 
occl- 
sions 'and 
also after 
returning 
home ‘in 


from school. To go to 
school of course, they 
wear western wear like 
their parents do while go- 
ing for work. 


hen they reached 
their cousin's 
home in Tokyo, 


Hiroshi and Akiko ran 
out to welcome them, 
‘They lived in a multi-unit 
condominium, As was 
the custom in Japan, 
everyone removed their 
footwear outside before 
stepping into the tiny 
neat home. 

‘As the elders sat 
down on the mats to talk 
family matters, the 
children ran out to 
exchange news of their 
school, pets, latest sports and other 
matters. Atschool, they study Japanese, 
arithmetic, science, social studies, 
music, crafts, physical education, and 
home economics (to learn simple 
‘cooking and sewing skills). During the 
three years in middle school, they also 
learn English and computers. 

Every day along with the other 
students. they clean the class rooms, 
stairs, halls, toilets, and yards of their 
respective schools They know their 
‘work and do a good job of it, The 
school arranges for excursions that the 
children enjoy immensely. They also 
enthusiastically participate in art and 
culture festivals and in after school club 














tivity. While Ichiro chose music, 
Hiroshi enrolled himself in a sports 
team, He aims to be a soccer player and 
practices everyday in the school 


grounds. 





Hiroshi 


WA see 
asked Ichiro. “Heis fine. I've 


left him with a friend”, 


answered Ichiro, Hiroshi then said 
excitedly, “Do you know I have got 
“Tamagotchi!” 

“Really? Show me, Show me”, 
squealed Ichiro and Keiko. Tamagotchi 
‘was an electronic pet, a mysterious little 
creature from outer space that needed 
alotof tender care. Hiroshi drew it out 


THE 
IDEAL 
PROFILE 


Teachers have a very important role 
to play in shaping the future of the 
society. They must serve as ‘role 
models’ for their students. 

What in your opinion should be the 
‘ideal profile’ of a teacher? Do share 
your views with us. You can 
substantiate your views with little 
incidents to make your contribution 
more interesting. 





Do not forget the rules = 





of name, age, class, 
school and residential address 

+ be brief (10-15 sentences) 

+ last date : 25.07.2002 

+ mention ‘teacher profile’ on the 
envelope 

+ editor's decision is final 

The top five entries will win a cash 
prize of Rs.75/- each and will be 
published in the September 2002 








issue of your favourite magazine. 





of his pocket and showed his cousins. 
‘The electronic pet had been his birthday 
present. 

“When we come there for the Cherry 
Blossom festival in spring, may I play 
with your cat?” asked Akiko. She 
always wanted a real pet and the 
electronic and virtual ones bored her. 
“Of course!” said Keiko and the girls 
went back into the house to play with 
their dolls. 

Ichiro joined Hiroshi for a gamdof 
baseball at a ball park close by befbre 
returning home. They then watched a 
few rounds of wrestling that their 
seniors were playing and returned home 
for the tea ceremony. 

“The tea ceremony isan important part 
of the Japanese culture and they think that 
‘making tea is an art by itself. Already 
Keiko and Akiko were being trained by 
their mothers to make proper tea. 


nthe evening the girls played on the 
stringed instruments Samisen and 
the Biwa, while the boys sang the 
Japanese traditional music Hogaku, 
Being fond of nature, all of them later 
went to the park to see the moon. 
It was time to leave. The cousins 
promised to come together again for 
the New Year, which was another very 
important festival, when they would 
‘greet each other with the words, "May 
you grow as old asthe pines”. Till then 
it was serious work for them, studying 
hard for the tests. 
- Radhika Sasankh 








Next Issue : Eskimo Children 
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Dear readers, 

Gokulam enters is fifteenth year. We 
take this opportunity to thank all of you 
for your participation and contribution 

Gokulam is your magazine - 2 
‘magazine for children by children. As 
always, we eagerly look forward to more 
and more from you. We always believe 
strongly in extending this encouragement 
to you budding writers. 

‘You must be aware that participation 
certificates are issued to those of you 
whose contributions are published in 
Gokulam. You must also be aware that a 
special prize awaits the person who has 
received maximum numberof certificates 
from us for the yea. 

‘The time has come now for you to 
count your certificates. Those of you 
who have received five or more 








participation certificates from us (July 
2001 - June 2002) should send in xerox 
copies of the certificates along with a 
covering letter giving details of name, 
class, school and residential address. 

(On verification at our end, we shall 
‘get back to the person with the maximum 
number of certificates for his or her 
photograph. 

‘You know we can't wait endlessly. 
Hurry up and send in your leter along 
with the xerox copies 50 as to reach us 
before July 20, 2002. 

The scheme continues for this year too 
(uly 2002 t0 June 2003). So, keep sending 
in your contributions, collect your 
ppatcipation certificates and keep them 
carefully. You may be the winner next year. 

Lots of love to you children, 





Editor 


won 





[A CAME] 
FOOT PRINTS 


Piay this game with a friend to see if 
the slipper fits Cinderella or her ugly 
sisters! 

All you need is a coin and a counter 
for each of the two players playing the 
game. 

First decide who will be Cinderella and 
who the ugly sisters. Then choose 
between ‘heads’ or ‘tals. Take turns to 
toss the coin. If it’s tails, the player who 
chose tails moves a foot print in her path. 
Itits heads, the other person moves her 
counter along her path. The player who 
reaches the slipper first is the winner. 

Pooja Vanchy, Std.Vill, 
Balalok M.H.S. S., Chenns 























avya will you come 
down? Its getting late” 
called Mrs, Raman, 
“Yes ma, 1 am 
ready to go” replied Kavya as 
shé came down the stairs. She 
looked beautiful. 

‘They soon reached the hospital 
and took their seats in front of Dr. 
Chandru. This was an every Friday 
evasiing routine. 

“Good evening, Kavya” greeted 
Dr. Chandru and began to examine 
her. Kavya was in no mood to reply. 

Back home, Kavya lay her head 
‘on her mother’s lap and asked, 
“how long will [live?” This was her 
usual question 

“You are going to be fine darling. 
Have faith in your treatment.” This 
was mother's patient and positive 
reply: 

Kavya suffered from cancer. She 
was fust fourteen. She preferred to 


» 





be alone. 


twas a fine Sunday morning 
when Kavya came out into her 
garden to see her rose plants 
She saw a big lorry parked 
outside the gate next door. 
“Somebody seems to be moving in” 





she thought to herself 
more interested her. 

About an hour later, a young lad 
dressed in simple clothes and wearing 
abig smile, stood at their door 
Hello! I am Harish, We've just 
moved in next door.” 

“Do come in. This is my daughter 
Kavya. Tell us if you need any help” 
said Mrs, Raman in a kind tone. 

Kavya just gave Harish a small, 
‘gentle smile. It was Harish who spoke 
again. “Why don’t you come and meet 
my parents?” he asked, 

Kavya was not too sure that she 
wanted to go but all the same did 
so on her mother’s insistence. She 
looked around Harish's room and 
saw many photographs lying on the 
table. After much thought and 
hesitation she spoke. “What do you 


Nothing 














do?” she asked Harish 

“Well, I am a play back singer. 
Extremely busy. When T have the time, 
Tam always here with my family... read 
aloud to the blind and like to read 
myself," replied Harish, 


week passed. It was Friday 
evening again, When Kavya 
‘and her mother reached the 


hospital, they had to wait. 
Kavya gazed around feeling bored and 
depressed, Why did she have to do this 
week after week? 

‘Suddenly she saw a familiar face. 
“Why, its Harish Bhaiya” she said to 
herself. “What is he doing here?” 

Kavya could not resist it any longer. 
She asked Dr, Chandra about Harish, 

“Ah! yes... Harish... an extremely 
cheerful guy. Sings well too. Happy 


conus mn 


‘and easy going always. No one would 
believe he has cance 
Kavya could not sleep that night. 
Something told her that she was wrong. 
She went to school the next morning, 
During PT. class, much to the surprise 
of her friends and herself, she played 
basketball! The children glanced at each 
other but no one asked anything. For 
them, Kavya’s company was far more 
than anything else. 
Back home that evening, Kavya 
‘@@sticed her way to her room and flung 
‘nos:bag on her table. She even came 
sfigding down the stairease railing! She 
ran into the kitchen humming a filmi 





tune and gave her mother a tight hug 
and a big kiss! 

Kavya gulped down her tiffin and 
with a hop, skip and jump, went to the 
door. 

“Lam going to meet Harish Bhaiya 
mom! I'll be back in half an hour,” 
screamed Kavya excitedly, at the top 
of her voice. Afterall, it was he who 
had helped her realise that life was to 
live and live happily! 

‘Mrs. Raman smiled to herself. Tears 
rolled down her cheeks. 

-R. Nethra, StdIX, 
St. Joseph Mat. HSS. 
Acharapakkam. 





CARTOONS MADE EASY «1 


STEP BY STEP SKETCHES 


Oak. 





- Lalitha Aunty 





cone 7 we 
































“ine fins “wvbe-sPReaD Tow Feokion oF met) syoy.aY 


Foes Mat HELP Wit TO Notwave mabe edn oF Him. 
WALKON THE SAN. 
HEALSO KNOWS BY 


INetiNes, THE 
DANGER AREA 


TE 16 INDEED 

THE UN6INKABLE 

‘SHIP OF THE. 
DESERT! 
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‘eR. Sureshkumar, Bangalore-4 

? What is hypnotic therapy? 

! Hypnotic therapy or hypnotherapy 
is one form of psychotherapy. Itis used 
for removing psychological problems 
and blockages in mind. The hypnotist 
makes a person go into a state of 
artificial sleep and gets access to the 
subconscious mind of the person where 
the root of the problems lies. By giving 
positive suggestions to the patient, the 
old impressions are gradually wiped 
‘out. This therapy is very useful to stop 
over-eating, smoking or to end an 
unwanted behavior. It is also used to 
reduce pain without drugs and promote 
mental relaxation. 


@ Y.N. Suryadatt, Hubli - 20 

? How is leprosy caused? How can 
it be treated and prevented? 

! Leprosy is caused by a bacterium 
called Mycobacterium Leprae. Inhaling 
the bacteria infects people, However, 
it can also result from skin-to-skin 
contact. Leprosy primarily affects the 
skin, the mucous membranes, 
particularly those of the nose and the 
nerves. In advanced cases of the 
disease, the eyes, liver, spleen, muscles 
and bones can also be affected. The 
major symptoms of leprosy include 
depigmented patches and the loss of 


sensation in the skin. Nerves become 
thickened. Small lumps may appear 
on many parts of the body, especially 
the face and ears. If itis not treated 


properly, nerves can become 


‘damaged severely, causing crippling 
deformities of hands and feet..No 


___ effective vaccine or medicines are 
" available to prevent leprosy but 
"effective medicines are available 

to treat the disease. Usually 
doctors treat the leprosy patients 
with combinations of two or 








three drugs to avoid drug resistance. 

@S. Jagadish, Chennai-45 

? Is it true that man can live with 
one kidney? Ifso then why do we have 
two kidneys? 

! We have two kidneys by birth but 

“i can live with one. 

Kidney is one of 
the life-saving 
organs in our 
body. If one 
Kidney is affected 
due to some 
‘reasons, another 
kidney takes 
| charge of the 
dudies of the affected kidney and saves 
our lives. 

@R. Hariharan, Chennai-17 

? How many muscles are there in 
the human body? 

IV There are about 650 muscles in the 
Hurnan body. They grow and increase 
in strength by the age of 25 and then 
start gradually weakening. 

e Nita 
Shashi, 
‘Thane. 

2 What is 
bronchitis? 
How can we 








prevent and treat it? 

" Bronchitis is an inflammation of the 
‘mucous lining of the air passages in the 
Jungs. Bacteria, viruses, fungi and some 
other micro-organisms cause the 
inflammation. This condition activates 
the production of mucus. Respiratory 
infections are the main cause of 
bronchitis. Fever, cough with sputum, 
chest pain and shortness of breath are 
some of the symptoms of the disease. 
Antibiotics are prescribed if bacterial 
infection is the cause. Viral infections 
are treated symptomatically. Anti- 
fungal drugs are used 


if a fungal infection is 





Prevention : si 
1. Do not sit too = 
a 

close to a person “/ 
suffering from 
bronchitis. 

2. Do not share a 
<dinner plate with him. 


? 


3. Do not allow 
flies to sit on eatables. 


4. Observe perfect environmental 
and personal cleanliness. 


5. Increase the resistance power of 
the body by living in well ventilated 
houses. 


Dr. G. GANESAN, 
Rajapalayam 








SIMPLE AND 
INFORMATIVE 


{M, Shankar, Nagercoil 
Gokulam has changed my shor 
tempered brother into a sient reader! 
He is now on the lookout for previous 
Igsues of Gokulom. A sincere thanks 10 
Gokulam and its editorial team. 
©) Supriya G. Golatkar, Mumbai. 
Hoved the article ‘Al work and no 
lay’ (May 2002}. | hope you publish 
Mote such encouraging articles for 
children 
 M. Praveen kumar, Coimbatore. 

The serial A holiday adventure’ hos 
had a very good stort with suspense 
‘already buiding up. 
= Ankita Patil, Dombivili. 

Tne May 2002 issue was fabulous. 
| was delighted to tead the infoma- 
tion on roller skating. |; am absolutely 
speechless watching your valuable 
‘Work for students like Us. 

M. Kalpavalli 

The main thing about Gokuiom is 

that it Is avaiable at an affordable 
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pptice of R&.6)- Thank you for pubish- 
ing such a wonderful mogazine. 
‘S2_Saipriya, Pune. 

When my uncle bought Gokulom 
for me, ! was initial a ile apprenen- 
‘sve about reading It since | wos used 
to reading other Comics and novels. 
But now, | eagerly look forward to and 
wait each and every issue of 

Gokuiom, 





M. Raji, Chennai. 
‘Abolish Homework’ thot 
featured In the viewpoint 
section (June 2002) wos re- 
‘aly god. | also enjoy the 
Jokes. The Gola Contest is really very 
informative. 
© Deepa Ravishanker, Pune. 
amin standard Xi | sti enjoy te00- 
ing Gokuiam. The issue of June 2002 
wos interesting and informative, The 
cover story on “The FIFA WORLD CUP’ 
enabled me 0 goin a lot of know 
‘edge about the some. As | read the 
coticle ‘A new fe of new leat? | be- 
come nostalgic about my own schoo! 
days. My only agit s that al the con: 
tests in Gokulom are only for schoo’ 
‘going chidren! 
C.S.Sai Sathya Narayan, 
Coimbatore. 
| have been reading Gokularn for 
the post 4 years. | enjoy reading 
Gokulom very much. Itis very simple 
Cond at the same time highty informa- 
tive. I sincerely wish ond pray that the 
magazine continues i's tole of edu: 
cating chigien, I WISH GOKULAM A 
VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY. 
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